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NEW TYPE OF ALTERNATIVE SERVICE ENVISAGED 


Non-resistant Christians going into underdeveloped 
communities for the primary purpose of showing a 
sincere interest in the families living there and the 
social, economic, and cultural problems confronting 
them have been lifted up as a possible new area of 
service for conscientious objectors. At a special meet- 
ing in Amsterdam recently called by the Continuation 
Committee of the historic peace churches and the 
International Fellowship of Reconciliation, Andre 
Trocme, noted French pacifist, gave a report of his 
concerns and activities in the area of international 
Christian pacifist service. Trocme reported that 
German conscientious objectors facing alternative 
service in lieu of military service were not too in- 
terested in doing national civilian service because of 
the danger of being placed in defense factories or 


Alternative service worker bids farewell after two weeks of 
living in a Korean Inn. The friendship had grown to the 
lace that the farewell was rather sad for this little 14 year old 

an girl. (Photo courtesy Mennonite Central Committee) 


other types of war work. This is a distinct possibility 
due to the limited provisions which the West German 
government presently makes for conscientious ob- 
jectors. 


Trocme lifted up the fact that much of the service 
to underprivileged people does not have the proper 
effect because it is concentrated too much on the 
distribution of material aid and does not have that 
quality of esteem for individual persons and a mutual 
concern for their problems which is needed. A Friends 
team in Kenya, including conscientious objectors 
from England and America, who live and work with 
the Negro population for two years was cited as a 
type of assistance which might have a much more 
far-reaching effect than just material aid. He also 
cited a group of sisters in North Africa who work 
as charwomen in the forenoon, earning regular wages, 
and in the afternoon share with their neighbors out 
of their own earnings. 


The western world, said Trocme, has the wrong 
attitude toward the underdeveloped nations and the 
people have been spoiled in many cases by receiving 
too much aid. He indicated that if the United States 
replaces England and France as a world power by 
merely giving dollars and technical assistance that 
the situation would not be greatly improved. 


With the world situation as it is Trocme pointed 
out that only Christians could make such friendships. 
He pointed out that people dared not go as French- 
men, nor as people from the United States, or any 
other nation, because they would then represent those 
nations and be identified with them. If people went 
only as churchmen then the persons receiving their 
services would resent their efforts as an attempt to 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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Bill in Kansas Legislature Exempts 
COs from ROTC 


A bill has been passed by one house of the Kansas 
legislature and is before the other house exempting 
certain students from taking courses in basic military 
training, according to President McCain of Kansas 
State College. 


The bill states that students will be exempt who: 


(1) Are unfit to pursue such a military training 
course because of any physical defect or disability or 
whose health will not permit. 


(2) Because of age or certain physical character- 
istics would not be, upon successful completion of 
the basic military training, eligible to continue ad- 
vanced military training leading to a commission in 
one of the armed services. 


(3) Have certain religious beliefs or because of 
citizenship would not be eligible for or required to 
perform military service in the armed services. 


(4) Have had previous training in or for some 
branch of the armed services, if exempted because 
of previous training in or for some branch of the 
armed forces, may be allowed coliege credit for time 
served in the armed forces as shall be appropriate 
in the individual case. 


The general purpose of the bill is to liberalize 
military training requirements as the college inter- 
prets them, according to Colonel Charles H. Wilkens. 
The original bill, which would be repealed or amended 
by this bill, states that all colleges or universities in 
Kansas under the Morrill Act shall include in their 
course of study or courses in training and tactics in 
any one or more of the following armed services: 
the Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast 
Guard, or any other armed services of the United 
States. 


The Morrill Act donated public lands to states 
which have colleges teaching agricultural and me- 
chanic arts with this provision. However, the Act 
leaves up to the discretion of the local college, univer- 
sity, or state as to whether the military program 


will be voluntary or compulsory for every able- 
bodied male student. (See February-March, 1957, 
issue of the Reporter). 


COs Gain Honorable Discharge from 
Armed Forces 


Wayburn D. Long, a conscientious objector from 
the Methodist Church who accepted induction into 
the Army after being misled by his draft board, 
secured an honorable discharge on April 23, 1957. 

Long accepted induction on June 7, 1956, after 
being told by his local board that registration as a 
conscientious objector would result in being drafted, 
punished, and mistreated for his belief. He later 
found out that this was not true and that there were 
definite provisions in the draft law which provided 
conscientious objectors with certain alternatives in 
lieu of military service. 

Thereupon he submitted a request for discharge 
to his commanding officer. After interviewing Long 
a Board of Chaplains recommended that he be dis- 
charged. This recommendation was disapproved at 
division headquarters on the basis that they had no 
regulation giving them grounds on which to issue a 
discharge. It was at this point that the National 
Service Board for Religious Objectors was called into 
the case and brought the matter to the attention of 
the proper officials at the Pentagon who in turn in- 
formed the local commanding officer of the pro- 
cedure to consider a request for discharge. 

In the meantime the Board of Chaplains had recom- 
mended that Long be granted a conscientious objector 
status within the Army (I-A-O). However, the De- 
partment of the Army headquarters called in Long’s 
file for review. After requesting additional docu- 
mentation and lengthy deliberation an honorable dis- 
charge was granted. 


Christadelphian Released 


Another CO, Leonard E. Binch, who recently be- 
came a member of the Christadelphian fellowship, re- 
ceived an honorable discharge from the Marine Corps 
Reserve on February 28, 1957. 

Binch’s request was received by Marine Head- 
quarters in Washington and his initial request was 
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not approved. However, after representation by the 
National Service Board for Religious Objectors the 
Marine Headquarters directed that Binch’s request 
be returned to the Chief of Chaplains for further 
review. Shortly thereafter he received an honorable 
discharge. 


Robert B. Myers: 
NSBRO Attorney Advisor 


Recent Court Cases Involving COs 


In Smith v. U. S., 238 F2d 79, the Court of Appeals 
for the Fifth circuit sustained, on November 2, 1956, 
the conviction of Benjamin Roosevelt Smith for fail- 
ure to report for Civilian Work. He was given a I-O 
classification and later, on July 7, 1953, he appeared 
before the Local Board and submitted affidavits to the 
effect that he was in fact a minister although he 
worked about 50 hours a week in another job. The 
Board gave him no official notice of their decision 
but ordered him to report for I-W work on October 
1, 1953. Thereafter, on February 24, 1954, the Board 
notified him that his classification would not be re- 
opened. Defense counsel sought to show that he had 
been deprived of a substantial right by reason of the 
fact that he had not been given any notice following 
the appearance before the Board. The Court held 
that it was “mere cavilling” for him to claim that he 
had been deprived of a substantial right. Attorney 


H. Carl Isaacs of Birmingham, Alabama, represented 
Smith. 


In Miller v. U. S., 239 F2d 148, the Court of Ap- 
peals for the Fourth Circuit sustained, on December 
18, 1956, the convictions of Carl Vane Miller and 
Lewis Osborne Phillips for failure to report for 
Civilian Work. They were sawmill hands who sought 
ministerial classification, but apparently never ap- 
pealed hte I-O classifications given them and never 
made written appeal for IV-D (ministerial) classifica- 
tion. In a terse opinion, the Court said “We find 
nothing in the record indicating that they were en- 
titled to such (IV-D) classification.” The opinion 
stated that this was the second conviction of Lewis 
Phillips, the first conviction taking place in July 
1946. Michael Hahalyak of Pittsburgh represented 
Miller and Phillips. 


Newsman Challenged on CO Status 


William Worthy, who defied the State Department 
ban on travel to Red China, accused the Department 
on April 4 of raising an “irrelevant” issue by saying 
he was once accused of being a draft law violator. 


Worthy, a Negro staff member of the Baltimore 
Afro-American, said it was true that he was so ac- 
cused back in 1944 after being classified as a conscien- 
tious objector in 1943. But, he said, the case was dis- 
missed. 

“I refused to enter a conscientious objectors camp 
because the government was signing men geograph- 
ically on the grounds of race or color,” he said. 
“Rather than face a court test on the racial discrimi- 
nation issue the Department of Justice (did not press) 
the case after it learned that I was eligible for a IV-F 
exemption for a duodenal ulcer. . . 

“Contrary to (April 4th’s) testimony of Robert 
Cartwright, acting director of the State Department’s 
Bureau of Security and Counselor Affairs, I did not 
serve one day or any longer in jail and I never went 
to a conscientious objectors camp.” 

Worthy late last year travelled to and inside Red 
China. The State Department said on April 1 that 
it would not renew his passport on grounds that to 
do so would be “prejudicial to the interests of the 
United States.” 

Worthy issued a statement in Chicago, after a 
matter was brought up in a Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee hearing by Senator Hruska (Republican, 
Nebraska) during testimony by Cartwright. “At this 
late date,” Worthy’s statement said, “the State 
Department is trying to becloud the issue of freedom 
of movement and freedom of the press by raising an 
irrelevant matter on which I publicly took a principled 
stand.” 


Ex-German Tank Leader Becomes CO 


Erik Klee, 38, a World War II German tank com- 
mander, finally achieved his official right to renounce 
military service on May 2 in Denver, Colorado. With 
his wife, Elizabeth, 34, Klee took a special oath of 
allegiance to the United States which grants him the 
right to refuse to bear arms against any enemy ac- 
cording to his religious belief. The National Service 
Board for Religious Objectors was recently able to 
get the Immigration and Naturalization Service to 
give a broader interpretation to this same oath of 
renunciation and allegiance specifically providing for 
conscientious objectors. The Immigration and Natur- 
alization Service no longer requires conscientious ob- 
jectors petitioning for citizenship to promise willing- 
ness to do work in a defense industry. Before the 
liberalized policy went into effect recommendations 
were made against the citizenship of COs solely be- 
cause they were unwilling to work in defense in- 
dustries. 


In an interview with Hile Goodrich, Denver Post 





staff writer, Klee said: “Only in this country could 
I find such freedom. That’s why I came here from 
Germany. I had enough killing.” 


Klee, a small man who carries himself with a mili- 
tary bearing, brought his wife and three sons to this 
country in 1952 from Colon, Germany. Their search 
for the right to renounce ended with their naturaliza- 
tion proceedings before Federal District Judge Lee 
Knous. 

“Here in Denver I found the Seventh Day Ad- 
ventist Reformed Church,” Klee said. “In Germany 
I could find no church that refused to accept any 
part of war.” 

During World War II Klee said he commanded a 
German tank on the Russian front. He took part 
both in the long offensive there and in the long re- 
treat back into Germany. 

“Every day was killing,” Klee recalled. “Every day 
I learned to kill is no good. No good for me, no good 
for you, no good for anybody. 

“It is my belief we now have peace because of 
the people’s prayers. Our leader, President Eisen- 
hower, often calls for prayers for peace. 

“I may be wrong but it is my belief. I want to 
do all I can for this country. But I cannot kill 
again.” 

Klee and his family live at 1316 South Forrest 
Street, Denver, Colorado. He is a baker for the 
Millers Hi Q Baking Company. 


New Type of Alternative Service 
Envisaged 
(Continued from Page 1) 


serve their souls. The third and better method ac- 
cording to Trocme is to go with a sincere interest in 


the family, illeracy, economic and cultural problems 
of the people, and simple to witness that God is their 
loving Father and leave it up to them to make a fur- 
ther application to this faith without pressure from 
the outside. The point was made that only non- 
resistant Christians can do this. Trocme concluded 
this part of his report by saying that additional hand- 
picked teams composed of convinced, non-resistant 
Christians should be sent out to specified areas all 
over the world. 


International Recognition of COs 


In addition to the need for a new emphasis in al- 
ternative service projects the need was lifted up for 
some form of international recognition of the CO posi- 
tion. There are many countries which do not make 
adequate provisions for conscientious objectors and 
some which do not make any provisions. It was pointed 
out that to approach these governments individually 
and from outside has grave limitations. It was sug- 
gested that since there was a considerable movement 
to breathe life into a united Europe organization an 
all-out attempt should be made to place a provision 
into the organization for recognition of conscientious 
objectors. 


The possibility of securing some international recog- 
nition of the CO position through the organization of 
NATO was voiced. It was also proposed that the 
churches, through the medium of at least one national 
church, should make application to the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, and they in turn to the political 
world, for the recognition of COs. M. R. Zigler, Euro- 
pean Director of the Brethern Service Commission, 
emphasized the need for those groups interested in 
peace to lead the way in establishing something on 
an international level which the World Council of 
Churches may be able to accept. 
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